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Infant Mortality Rate Goes Down 


There were 4125 infant deaths in California in 1932 
as compared with 4609 such deaths in 1931. The 
infant mortality rate for the State in 1932 was 52.8 
per thousand live births as compared with a similar 


rate of 56.5 in 1931. 


Many cities throughout the State had lower infant 


mortality rates than did the State as a whole. 1932: 2 as 
Among the cities which had specially low rates are: INFANT MORTALITY 
| 1932 
Oakland | Number Rate 
Alameda Atamece County 38.4 
11 34.8 
| 2 24.7 
49.8 Albany -------------- 3 23.8 
26.4 3 14.2 
Catsveras County 68.2 
| Contra Costa 52.4 
San Francisco 39.4 3 18.4 
26 3 Del Norte County____--_-_---- 3 41.6 
92 9 164 73.6 
Many other cities achieved similarly low rates, as Brawley -—--------------- 59 169.0 
is shown upon the table which follows this report. —_....... 13 72.6 
Lower infant mortality rates prevailed in 1932 2%, Gounty ~22222222222772 92 65.8 
among all races except Indian, Chinese and J apanese. kings County _____-_-----_- 33 76.4 : 
The rate for white infants fell from 41.8 in 1931 to 
40.0 in 1932. The infant rate for Negro infants fell Los Angeles | theca eee 1432 47.6 
from 74.2 in 1931 to 58.6 in 1982. The rate among ‘Aiaaahen a 4 22.2 
Mexican infants fell from 127.1 in 1931 to 118.9 in a He 340 


¥ 


1932. The determination of the Mexican decreased 
rate was undoubtedly influenced by the extensive 


migration of Mexicans to their mother country. 
The following table gives detailed information 


relative to the rates for infant deaths in: the cities 
and counties of California for the years 1931 and 


Number 


4609 


1 
Rate 


| 
| 
| | 
n 
| 
56.5 
247 42.4 a 
174 41.6 
14 40.2 
19 27.7 
28.8 | 
3 41.1 te 
24 39.6 
7 32.1 1a 
11 73.8 
64 60.9 } bi 
12 38.8 ‘ta 
12 66.6 a 
4 22.4 
2 36.3 
163 67.8 ia 
45 67.2 
8 55.5 
25 68.6 
221 131.7 Aa 
59 150.1 ie 
21 109.3 
11 112.2 
117 79.9 
30 53.1 ha 
58 131.8 a 
13 71.0 
4 58.8 Le 
16 67.2 
1026 58.5 
5 26.8 
59 30.9 
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INFANT MORTALITY—Continued INFANT MORTALITY—Continued 
1932 1931 1932 1931 
ik. Los Angeles County—Cont’d Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate 
Hoye SSS 6 18.4 18 50.7 Tuolumne County 1 11.6 7 59.8 
11 113.4 2 18.5 17 128.8 15 8777 
te Redondo Beach -.--------- 1 15.4 4 71.4 San Buenaventura -______- 4 21.0 7 36.6 
4 16 46.6 Yolo County 47.3 21 78.0 
2 29.4 2 25.0 Rate Number Rate 
ae Huntington Park ~-~~----- 8 17.9 13 26.8 White 2493 40.0 2678 41 
| 1357 118.9 168812711 
San Gabriel 10 894 30.1 Others 115.4 
Ure 4 Mariposa County —~~——~——-—- 2 58.8 3 90.9 ROADSIDE FOOD SUPPLY ESTABLISHMENTS 
Merced County. The following inspections were made of roadside 
Modoc County 5 61.7 8 78.4 food supply establishments in Febr 
Monterey ——-------------- 12 68.5 49.2 Alameda County 
| a — 12 51.9 18 70.0 East 14th Street, San Leandro to Hayward, to 
4 36.0 6 49.2 Dublin Canyon— 
es Orange County —_----------_ 138 78.4 133 — Inspected 21: conditions satisfactory 11, minor 
Ce Anaheim —_--------------- 10 60.6 a 40.0 defects 8, insanitary conditions 2. Reinspected 19: 
| 29.4 6 52.1 ice stations inspected 15: conditions satisfactory 15. 
ae Riverside County ----------- 113 83.2 130 89.7 Reimspections 22: improvements made 20, insanitary 
| n Bernardino County_~---- Ol. OU, 
mes te aaa ae 12 69.3 17 84.1 Solano County line to Sonoma County line and 
san Bernardino 49 55.1 58 73.6 
Ontario 61.5 12 74.0 from Napa to Calistoga— 
i San Diego County____-_____- 162 50.0 152 48.8 Inspected 2: conditons satisfactory 2. Reinspected 
Coronado 31.2 653 17: improvements made 14, not completed 2. Service 
oh 8. : San Francisco County haan 292 39.4 318 41.6 stations inspected 4: conditions satisfactory 3, insan- 
Stockton 32 54.8 38 $5.0 itary conditions 1. Reinspected 6: improvements 
Eas San Luis Obispo County__--- 17 42.6 25 57.3 made 6. : 
San Mateo 22 47.6 12 26.6 sonoma County 
Daly City i 55.5 1 43-4 Sonoma Road and Shellville— 
Redwood City | 40.0 100.0 Inspected 8: conditions satisfactory 5, minor defects 
r. | Santa Barbara ----—------ 18 36.3 25 45.1 1, insanitary conditions 2. Reinspected 13: improve- 
Santa Clara ate... 109 52.3 123 58.0 ments made 7, minor defects 5, insanitary condi- 
Palo 148 tions 1. Service stations reinspected 11: improvements 
39 60.2 26 made 8, minor defects 1, insanitary conditions 2. 
Siskiyou County Se 13 38.0 11 30.3 Food supply inspected 17: conditions satisfactory 
Vallejo 43.0 37.0 11, minor defects 2, insanitary conditions 4. Service 
stations reinspected 9: improvements made 8, minor 
SE EE CRO 3 16.4 6 29.5 defects 1 
Stanislaus County 47 50.9 48 45.0 erects i. 
SO 31 62.2 21 35.0 
ehama County ------------ 
~------------ 181.8 * * * (The educated man) understands the 
Visalia 6 40.2 16 | relation of mental cultivation to physical health and 
63.9  vigor.—Horace Mann (1845). 
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KERN COUNTY ISSUES HEALTH BULLETIN 


- The Kern County Health Department, of which Dr. 
Joe Smith is Health Officer, issues an attractive 
printed monthly bulletin which might well serve as 
, model for many local health departments. In the 
March issue special attention is directed toward 
whooping cough and scarlet fever. In this issue 
emphasis 1s placed upon the importance of regarding 
scarlatina and scarlet fever as synonomous terms and 
urges the prompt reporting of all cases of scarlatina 
that may occur. Dr. Smith makes the following state- 
ment upon the subject: 


“During a recent small outbreak of scarlet fever 
there appeared to be some misunderstanding of the 
relationship between the two terms, ‘‘scarlet fever’’ 

and ‘‘searlatina,’’ the difficulty being that scarlatina 
was considered to be a condition resembling scarlet 


fever but was not rn and therefore not quar- 


antinable. 
The two terms are merely different names for the 


same thing; scarlatina being the more scientific and 


may be used just as well in referring to a severe case 
of the disease as a mild one. Furthermore, the mild 
case which is frequently called scarlatina and con- 
sidered of very little importance is in reality the more 
serious case to control. This case may not be reported 
to the health authorities and if he is a school child 
may return to school in three or four days and thus 


expose the whole room to a virulent organism with 


the result that several of the other children may then 
contract searlet fever. Some of these little patients 
may be extremely ill and if they do not actually lose 
their lives they may develop a serious ear, heart, or 
kidney complication from which they will never com- 
pletely recover. Also a mild attack of the disease is 


no indication that the complications following it may © 


not be serious, especially since the child who is not 
very ill is frequently allowed to remain up and his 
dietary requirements ignored. 

On the other hand is the child who is reported and 
the necessary precautions employed to safeguard his 
health and that of the community. He is not a men- 
ace for he is isolated from others during the time that 
the disease is contagious and is disinfected and exam- 
ined before he is allowed to return to the society of 
susceptible individuals. 


The department is glad to report that the small 


epidemic referred to above in which there were 
altogether 48 cases is now well under control, there 
veing at present only three cases in quarantine at 
liome and one in the hospital. - 


Scarlatina IS scarlet fever. Report it.’’ 


If a child is hampered by susceptibility to disease, 
physical defects, or bad habits of living, he can never 
meet with much success in his intellectual work, and, 
if he could his achievements would be of little value 
‘Oo him in life without physical vigor—Frank Pier- 
repont Graves (1932). 


RAT-PROOFING OF BUILDINGS IS IMPORTANT 


The: California State Board of Public Health is 
aware of the importance that lies in the prevention of 
communicable diseases that may be spread by rats 
and other rodents. It has been determined that the 
rat population is best controlled through the proper 
rat-proofing of buildings, and, in order to stimulate 
activities that may lead toward rat-proofing, the 
services of the State Department of Public Health are 
offered to all communities of California to assist in 
drawing up building ordinances which may make 
proper rat-proofing requirements in the construction 


of buildings. 


Following is the text of a resolution covering this 


matter, which was adopted by the State Board of 


Public Health at its regular meeting held March 25, 
1933: 


Resolution Regarding Rat-Proofing 


-Wuergas, The California State Board of Health © 


for more than a quarter of a century has consistently 
carried on a campaign for the adoption of rat- 


proofing building ordinances for the different cities 


and communities of California; and 


WHEREAS, The experience of California with seri- 
ous epidemics such as bubonic plague, and the studies 


made thereon by the Federal and State public health 
services amply demonstrates the important role which — 
animals of the rodent family play in the spread of 


such serious epidemics; and 

WuHereas, At this time in a nmber of cities in Cali- 
fornia new building ordinances are being seriously 
considered ; now therefore be it 

Baesleed: By the California State Board of Health 
that this Board urge all health departments and 
administrative officials in the different cities and com- 
munities of California which are contemplating 
changes in their building ordinances, to provide 
therein for proper rat-proofing requirements in the 
construction of buildings; and be it further 

fesolved, That the Director of this Department be 
instructed to communicate this resolution to the vari- 
ous health departments of the State and to inform 
the heads of such departments and the executive offi- 
cials of cities and other communities, that the facil- 


ities of the California Department of Public Health 


are at the disposal of county and city and community 
officials who desire advice and aid in the drafting and 
adoption of such rat-proofing building ordinances. 


On the broad and firm foundation of health alone 


can the loftiest and most enduring structures of the 


intellect be reared.—Horace Mann (1845). 


. 
t 
& 
“ 
| * 
wl 5 
‘4 
«gf 
» Sra 
> 
* 
ai 
4 4 
‘ 
a 
+, 
tx 
if 
4 
ha 
} 
de 
1 
| 4 
© 
* 
* 
é 
€ 
tA 
F< 
‘ 
wid 
+ 
PR 
f 
- 
ou 
4 
+ 
_ 
a 
wf 
. 
: 
‘ 
a 
‘ 
. 
~ 
tye 
t's 
4 
-2 


“4 


2 


oe 


36 


Weekly Bulletin, California Department of Public Health, April 1, 1933 


THREE TYPHOID CARRIERS DISCOVERED | 


Dr. James E. Pendergrass, Health Officer of Fresno 


County, recently made the discovery of three typhoid 
carriers in a large family group. The discovery 
came about through an investigation into a case of 
typhoid fever which occurred in a young girl whose 
case was the sixth to appear in the family group 
since 1930. Further information led to the deter- 
mination of the fact that the grandmother, age 
seventy-six, had suffered from typhoid fever when 
she was seventeen years old. It developed further 
that the grandmother is a carrier, as well as two 


of her daughters who suffered from typhoid in 1928 


and 1930. There was a total of ten cases of typhoid 


in the family group. The carriers concerned have 
signed agreements to abide by the regulations and — 


instructions of the health officer, in order that they 
may not be responsible for further spread of the 
disease. 

The investigation and its results constitute a com- 


- mendable piece of work upon the part of the county 
health officer. 


MORBIDITY* 
Diphtheria 


55 eases of diphtheria have been nah as fol- 
lows: Oakland 2, Fresno County 1, Fresno 1, Bakers- 
field 1, Los Angeles County 4, Glendale 3, Huntington 


Park 1, Los Angeles 24, Pomona 1, San Gabriel 1, 


Monterey County 1, Riverside County 1, Riverside 
4, San Bernardino County 2, San Bernardino 1, San 
Diego 3, San Francisco 3, Santa Clara County 1. 


Influenza 
_ 50 cases of influenza have been reported. Those 


communities reporting 10 or more eases are as follows: 


Los Angeles 17, San Francisco 13. 


Measles 

1378 cases of measles have been reported. Those 
communities reporting 10 or more cases are as follows: 
Los Angeles County 189, Alhambra 15, Beverly Hills 
12, Culver City 16, Glendale 57, Huntington Park 19, 
Long Beach 39, Los Angeles 702, Pasadena 64, San 
Gabriel 49, South Gate 16, Bell 12, Yuba City 67. 


Scarlet Fever | 

176 cases of scarlet fever have been reported. Those 
communities reporting 10 or more cases are as follows: 
Los Angeles County 10, Los Angeles 67, San Fran- 
cisco 10. 


* From reports received on March 27 and 28 for week end- 
ing March 25. 


Whooping Cough 
_ 484 cases of whooping cough have been reporte. 
Those communities reporting 10 or more cases ave 
as follows: Alameda 13, Berkeley 34, Oakland 51, 
Fresno County 10, Fresno 23, Kern County 26, Los 
Angeles County 39, Los Angeles 34, Monterey County 
15, Orange Cotnty 13, Sacramento 48, San Diego 12, 
San Francisco 74, Stockton 10. 


Smallpox 
48 cases of smallpox have been reported, as follows: 


Los Angeles County 6, Los Angeles 32, Hawthorne 1 


San Bernardino County 3, Santa Clara County 4, San 


Jose 1, Ventura County 1. 


Typhoid Fever 


) cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as fol- 
lows: Los Angeles County 1, Azusa 1, Los Angeles L, 
Sacramento 1, Santa Cruz County 1. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 
7 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, 


as follows: Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles 1, Pasadena 1, 


Torrance 1, Merced 1, San Francisco 2. 


Poliomyelitis 


3 cases of poliomyelitis hive been as fol- 
lows: Los Angeles 2, San Bernardino 1. 


Food Poisoning 


2 cases of food poisoning from Los Angeles County 
have been reported. 


~Undulant Fever 


3 cases of undulant fever have heen reported, as fol- | 


lows: Santa Ana 1, Riverside 1, Exeter 1. 


Septic Sore Throat 
2 cases of septic sore throat have been reported, «s 
follows: Madera County 1, San Bernardino County 1. 


Psittacosis 


One case of psittacosis from Los Angeles has been 
reported. 


Typhus Fever 


One case of typhus fever from Los Angeles has been 
reported. 
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